
Dorset Local Access Forum 
Person Specification 

 
From applications received, selection of members of the Forum will be made by 
Dorset County Council’s Director for Corporate Resources after consultation with the 
Cabinet member for Environment and the Chairman of the Community Overview 
Committee, in conjunction with Bournemouth and Poole Councils.   

All applicants will have received the information pack and made a formal 
application on the form provided. 

The following criteria will be applied in the selection of members:- 

Attributes Essential Desirable 

Relevant 
Experience 

User 
For example: 
User – Foot (includes people travelling on 
foot, by wheelchair or electrically 
propelled vehicle (EPV) and by 
pram/pushchair. 
User - Cycle 
User - Horse 
User - Carriage driving 
User - MPV (Mechanically Propelled 
Vehicle e.g. 4x4, motorcycle) 
 
And / Or 
 
Owner or occupier 
For example: 
Agriculture/Farming 
Dorset Landowner / Manager / occupier  
(of Access Land or land over which Public 
Rights of Way exist) 
Land agent or valuer 
 
And / Or 
 
Interests 
For example: 
Active Water based recreation (e.g. 
canoeing, surfing, fishing) 
 
Active Air based recreation (e.g. 
paragliding, kite-flying) 
 
Active Land based recreation excluding 
walking, riding, cycling, carriage driving, 
motorbike or 4x4 use (e.g. orienteering, 
shooting, dog-walking) 

 
Active representative of 
user group 
 
Experience of committees / 
forums 
 
Experience of 
Chairmanship 
 
Experience of volunteer 
work, counselling, 
community projects etc. 
 



 
Environmental (e.g. wildlife, conservation, 
natural history) 
 
Heritage (e.g. landscape, arts, culture, 
archaeology)  
 
Transport (e.g. public transport, planning 
& development, sustainable transport, 
parking, road safety) 
 
Tourism 
 
Economy (e.g. rural business) 
 
Education 
 
Health (e.g. exercise, well-being) 
 
Coastal Issues 
 
Social Inclusion / Minority Groups (e.g. 
ethnic minorities, women, those on a low 
income) 
 
Disability (including carers) 
 
Young People 
 
Older People 
 
Countryside Access Management 
(Maintenance, Network Development, 
Legal Procedures, Definitive Map, 
Promotion, Information, IT) 
 
Other relevant interest 
 

Knowledge & 
Skills 

Enthusiasm for improving access to the 
countryside  
 
Ability to work as part of a team with 
different and potentially conflicting 
interests 
 

Good knowledge of 
countryside and access 
issues in Dorset 
 
Good communication skills 
 
Good interpersonal skills 
 
Knowledge of central or 
local government 
procedures 
 
Knowledge of relevant 
rights of way and 
countryside access 
legislation 
 



Ability to liaise with 
government agencies or 
other bodies  
 

Other Factors Willing / able to attend forum meetings 
(usually three a year) for up to three 
years. The frequency and timing of future 
meetings is decided by the Forum.   

Willing / able to attend 
additional meetings e.g. 
working group meetings, 
neighbouring and Regional 
LAF meetings and training 
sessions  
 
Ability to work electronically  

 
It should be noted that the regulations on Local Access Forums require 
appointing authorities to have regard to the overall balance of interest of 
members of the Forum.   

Footnote: 

The Department for Food, Environment and Rural Affairs encourages authorities to 
take account of the needs of young people, women, people on low incomes, and to 
seek representation from people with disabilities and that individuals from ethnic 
minorities should be encouraged to become possible members of a local access 
forum. 

Notice and advertisements inviting applications for membership of the Local Access 
Forum have been placed in the Dorset Echo, the Daily Echo, and the Western 
Gazette. A press release has been widely issued, and is also available on the 
websites of the three Councils. Many hundreds of organisations were also written to 
with copies of the advertisement.  


